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We saw that reaction in the tragedy of Gandhi's own assassination.
What is worse is the general lowering of standards, when Gandhi's
whole life was devoted to the raising of these very standards. Perhaps
this is a temporary phase and people will recover from it and find
themselves again. I have no doubt that, deep in the consciousness
of India, the basic teachings of Gandhi will endure and will affect
our national life.
No man can write a real life of Gandhi, unless lie is as big as
Gandhi, So we can expect to have no real and fully adequate life
of this man. Difficult as it is to write a life of Gandhi, this task
becomes far more difficult because his life has become an intimate
part of India's life for half a century or more. Yet it may be that
if many attempt to write his life, they may succeed in throwing
light on some aspects of this unique career and also give others some
understanding of this memorable period of India's history*
Tendulkar has laboured for many years over this book. He
told me about it during Gandhiji's lifetime and I remember his
consulting Gandhiji a few months before his death. Anyone can
see that this work has involved great and devoted labour for many
long years. It brings together more facts and data about Gandhi
than any book that I know. It is immaterial whether we agree
with any interpretation or opinion of the author. We are given here
a mass of evidence and we can form our own opinions. Therefore,
I consider this book to be of great value as a record not only of
the life of a man supreme in his generation, but also of a period
of India's history which has intrinsic importance of its own. We
live today in a world torn with hatred and violence and fear and
passion, and the shadow of war hangs heavily over us all. Gandhi
told us to cast away our fear and passion and to keep away from
hatred and violence* His voice may not be heard by many in the
tumult and shouting of today, but it will have to be heard arid
understood some time or other, if this world is to survive in any
civilized form*
People will write the life of Gandhi and they will discuss and
criticize him and his theories and activities. But to some of us he
will remain something apart from theory—a radiant and beloved
figure who ennobled and gave some significance to our petty lives,
and whose passing away has left us with a feeling of emptiness and
loneliness. Many pictures rise in my mind of this man, whose eyes

